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The tears of a clown…

The remarkable true story of a Coventry clown who lost his voice and memory during the Blitz is being told in a unique history trail this summer.

It's the story of Irving Pollard - Chico the Clown - who was born into a circus family and who lived in the Primrose Hill area of Hillfields. But it's a story that nearly didn't get told. It was the chance encounter with a box containing Pollard's clown memorabilia within The Herbert storeroom that sparked off the search to find out more about this amazing man and the tragedy which blighted his life.

Pollard was so traumatized by the Blitz which destroyed his workshop containing his collection of puppets that he faced years of silence without a voice or memory. It was only by carving a new puppet he that he was finally able to communicate with friends and relatives.

Pollard's life and story is being honoured and commemorated in The Pollard Trail, a fusion of performance, music, talks and tours in and around Primrose Hill Street, Hillfields. Participants on the trail will encounter playful and eccentric guides and clown curators, see displays of original Pollard memorabilia, meet Irving's friends and local residents who lived through the Blitz, and will get the chance to chat to Brian Pollard, Irving's only surviving nephew. Brian is enthusiastic about the project: "I'm delighted that my uncle and his life is being remembered in such an imaginative and creative way. I am proud to be part of this unique portrayal of an extraordinary man."

Hillfields is currently undergoing transformation and the Pollard trail is very relevant to this experience. “The themes of memory, loss and recovery are important to the people living in and around Hillfields at the moment”, says Kurt Zarniko, one of the clown curators, “The area is in a process of huge redevelopment and this trail brings the drama of true historical events together with modern myths about Hillfields. What's more, the issues of trauma as a result of war will also find resonance in an area which is now home to many who have fled persecution."
















MORE...

Participants on the Pollard Trail can dip in and out of the activities on offer on what will be an entertaining and informative day out. The trail can be joined at any time and lasts from half an hour to all day. 

A timetable of events will be published every day and is available from participating venues.

ENDS

EDITORIAL INFORMATION

10-20 August 11am-5pm (Sundays 12-4)

Monday 14th Free to Hillfields Residents

Tuesday – Wednesday: ‘Pay what you can’

Thursday – Sunday: £5, £3 (conc.), £2 (Hillfields residents)

Download a map at www.cmpsoc.kk5.org
PRESS EVENT: Saturday, 10 August 2006 3pm at The Swanswell Pub, 

Hillfields.

For further information and to arrange a photo opportunity, contact Amanda Kay on 07896 495540 or email thepollardtrail@yahoo.co.uk.

TRIANGLE

Established by performer-writer-director Carran Waterfield in 1988, Triangle has been in residence at The Herbert since November 2000. Under Carran's artistic direction the company has been making 

cutting-edge performance work and since 1997 Carran Waterfield has been in collaboration with Performance Artist, Richard Talbot. Together they have developed a substantial body of work.

Triangle's award-winning productions are firmly based on personal stories, some of which are rooted in the city of Coventry. Triangle is a winner of the Museums and Heritage Award 2005 and the Roots and Wings Award 2005 as well as the Edinburgh Fringe First Award.

www.triangletheatre.co.uk 024 7678 5170
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