LETS's trade!

Paul has a 66ft garden bursting with life, fruit and vegetables. In August he harvested vast quantities of raspberries and loganberries, kept some for himself and traded the rest with Richard and Amanda who live round the corner. Richard and Amanda then spent many a happy, if not squidgy, hour preparing and converting much of the produce into jam and wine. They put the rest of the fruit into the freezer so they could enjoy the tastes of summer in the darkness of winter. They were able to buy the fruit through the ‘income’ they had earned via Richard's role as treasurer and Amanda's work as arts facilitator for a local charity.

They also had enough in the 'bank' to enable them to turn their thoughts to their courtyard garden, sorely in need of some TLC and invigoration. Enter Cath. Cath, having taken redundancy from her job at Rolls Royce, had dabbled here and there with garden design, so was more than delighted when Richard and Amanda gave her the challenge of transforming the chaos of their garden into a place of peace and beauty. The result was a fantastic design, two very happy customers and a healthy 'bank' balance for Cath. Cath, having enjoyed the task immensely, is now thinking of garden design as a new career...

So what have Paul, Richard, Amanda and Cath got in common? They're all part of Coventry LETS (Local Exchange and Trading System) whose members trade goods, produce and services using a local currency called ‘Covs’, as well as enjoying social activities. Sixty strong, Coventry LETS attracts a multicultural membership with varying skills, from graphic design, gardening and proofreading to carpentry, home cooking and IT support. It's a great way to regenerate the local economy and it enables people to use their talents in the service of others. 

For more information Coventry LETS see www.coventryletsystem.org.

